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A LETTER, &. 


Dan Sin, | 


| Shall always have great 

pleaſure in obeying your 
commands, and ſhall endea- 
vour to give you the fulleſt 
anſwers'I can to the different 
queſtions you have put to me, 
relative to the diſturbances 
which have unhappily prevail 
ed ſo long in this part of the 


6 
Your firſt queſtion is, Whe- 
ther the diſturbances were 
owing to the exactions and 


oppreſſions with which the 
clergy of theeſtabliſhedchurch, 
their proctors and tithe-far- 


mers, have been charged; and 


whether the clergy, in this 
part of the kingdom, have not 
— confiferable i incomes. 


Wich weſpod to the Tan 


e J never knew or 


heard of any oppreſſive act of 
theirs, on the contrary, I have 


come to the knowledge of 
many humane and very gene- 
rous acts done by them to their 


o |  diſtreſ- | 


1 
diſtreſſed pariſhioners. As to 
tithe- farmers and proctors, no 
man, who conſiders out of 
What claſs of people they are 
taken, can have a doubt that 
many of them will not ſtick at 
any thing to get money, par- 
ticularly, as from the igno- 
rance and inability of the lower 
claſs of people here to contend. 
with them, they have very 
little to dread; however, for 
one well founded charge made 
againſt tithe-farmers and proe- 
tors, I do believe that there 


are five. groundleſs. They 


have various ways of diſtreſſing | 
the miſerable cottager or poor 
"+ Off farmer ; 


A 


| 0 1 
farmer; for example, if either 


of them, or their half-naked 
wives or children, ſhould hap- 
pen, inadyertently, to dig two 
or three beds of their early 
potatoes, without leaving the 
tithe or tenth ſpade undug, 
the tithe- farmer immediately 
traction of tithes, to avoid 
which, they are frequently 
obliged to take their tithes at 
his valuation. The tithe-far- 
mer frequently leaves his tenth 
part of the potatoe garden un- 
dug until very late in the ſea- 
ſon, in order to prevent the 
— | * 


(9 } 
in time, andi thereby to a 


him under a naceſſity of talæ 
ing his tithe; for there is no 
ſpecific] time allowed for re- 
moving the tithe of potatoes, 
and: a reaſe ume (an Ex“ 
preſſion often inade uſe'of)'is 
vague and uncertam Again, 
if the poor farmer or cottaget 
ſhould not be able to take up 


his bond on the duy it become = 


due, he is obliged to give tlie 


tithe · farmer his ow price for 


that year's tithe; and the tithe- 
farmer often keeps them bound 
from year to year, in this 
manner, for ſeveral years ſuc- 

ceſhively ; and obliges them'to 
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with.a zecital-of till more un- 


faich, that tithe-farmers make 
uſe. of to gat money. from the 


poor. farmers: and ſhall only 


chſerye, that, in my opinion, 


16y,would not have produced 
' thoſe. . combi _ againſt 
_ tithes; (che ſource of all the 
MNMalent outrages Which have 
. diſgraced ſeveral parts of this 


province), if the lower claſs 


of people had: not, for à num- 


ber el pee bf. 8 


- 
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) 
heard thoſe, whom they had 


heen taught to look up to for 


protection and ſupport, abuſe 


tithes as an unequal, unjuſt, 


and cruel tax. It is, I appre- 
hend, to the influence which 


the opinion of ſuch men had 


on the common people, that 


the preſent diſturbances -afe 
principally owing; * Quic- 
8 quid delirant Reges plectun- 
tur Achivi. With reſpe&t 
to the incomes of the clergy 
ii this province, I believe that 
there are few very good IV- 
ingb in it, and none by any 
mean comparable to Teverdl 
anche Non of Ireland, where 
3 Ba ; le: 


{ mm 9 
extenfive rich glebes make a 
3 part * their in. 
they had * ſame in ; Munſter! 


—_ 
; ebe a 8 is, Whe- 
ther the White-boys are all 
pPxpiſts, as they: have been re- 
preſented; and whether they 
ſeem to have any notion or 
wiſh to transfer the tithes to 

cheir own, clergy. As they 
are almoſt all peaſants, ninety- 
nine in a hunꝗred are of that 
perſuaſion; but J am convinc- 
ed that, they never had an 
idea of, giving the tithes to 


their prieſt, when they have 
de- 


<4 9 4 
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3) 
deprived of at leaſt half the 
emoluments of their functions. 
They who attributed that 

deep laid ſcheme to the White 
boys, did not probably know, 
that there are great numbers 
of free thinkers amongſt them, 
as well as free · booters; and it 
is well known in this part of 
the kingdom, that the prieſts 
have been for ſeveral years 
gradually loſing their influence 
over their flocks, but moſt ra- 

pidly within theſe laſt two 
years; as a proof of which, 
you may rely on it, that a 
White-boy, not long ago, told 
op ants prieſt, you have been 
18 


(4) 2 
Jinghing at: us (for a beg une 
Saf; but" iti it now: our turm 10 
gb at! gen, If bdo notfor-  ' | 
get, Swift: fays;;:that chere is 


one: infallible: method of de- 
Pe rho Ronin eaby ia 
Ireland of their influence, 
which was by giving them = | 
#ithory if that was the caſe in 
Swift's time, when the inajo- 
rity. of the lower claſs of. 
people in this kingdom were 
f Prieſt· ridden, how much more 
e would it be t 2 
ſent 17 10010 5 , 


* 380; 1 NO JIS Eu go! 
Ihe next Wer is, We 
der a communtion for tithes 


„ in would 


3 I TS ER ê—— — 5 — — — 
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wouldibe * to be attended xD 
withalbthegood effects which - 
many people hope for fromfie; 
and whether 16 e poffibte rte 
mak a commutation agreeable 
to the. majority of the clergy, 


for you juſtly obſerve, that on 
ſuch a point unanimity is not 


to be expected. Bun 


T have not preſumptiom or 
vanity ge. to pretend to 


which-foch:s ingot Thaitpe 
may produce, but I ant per- | 


fectly ſatisfied ' in my nnd, 


- that it would be of very great 


„ 


1 | 


I 29.4 34 


„ 
general, and to this part of it 
in particular, as it duld ef. 

ctencꝶ for future diſturbances; 
The: moſt; zealous ad vocates 
for tithe alia, that it is a 
very unequal tax, and a very 
great diſeduragement to every 

kind of improvement. 5 8 0 


* — 


20 It is true, it has ſubſiſted 
near a thouſand years in Eng- 
land, ſince King Offa (to ex- 
pisateſa murder to which he 


3638 accelſary); firſt | eſtabliſhed 
it in his dominions. I think 


it was, fortunate for us, that 
this 890d Chriſtian King did 


A not 


6 

not take it into his head tö 
commit à ſecond murder, for, 
if he had, it is not improba- 
ple that he would have given 
the fifth of the produce of his 

ground to his clergy, inſtead 
of the tenth, which the people 
have continued ever ſince to 
pay, however burthenſome a 


Much about the ſame time 
tithe was introduced into 
France and Germany'by Char- 
lamaign, but ſo averſe were 
the people in paying it, that at 
a chapter held at Frankfort, 

C the 


8) 


the canons thought it neceſſa- 


ry to publiſh, that a famine 
which had lately prevailed in 
that part of Europe, was o-. 
ing to the people's not paying 


their tithes, and that they 


were informed of it by de- 

1 Idle: hs are Si men 
hardy enough to aſſert, that 
if the clergy of the eſtabliſhed 


-. church in any country in Eu- 


rope were, at this day, un- 
Pro ided for, the legiſlature 


of that country would fix on 
tithes as the propereſt mode 


for 


61909 
for raiſing a maintenance for 
them. What then, in the 
name of common ſenſe, can 
be che objection, in this en- 


lightened age, to our adopt- 
ing a mode equally permanent, 


and, I ſhould hope, more ſa- 
tisfactory, to the majority of 
the clergy. Is it, that we have 
not had full experience of the 
numberleſs inconveniences and 
loſſes to the clergy, the laity, 
and the kingdom in general, 
with which tithes have been 
attended; or is it becauſe 
other countries continue, to 
* n to lay the ſame bur- 
C 2 den 


Ee 


( ao 90 
den on the plough, and the 
ſame bar to induſtry. For my 
own part, I cannot ſee What 
weiglit fuch an argument ſhould 
haye, however reſpectable the 
authority may be from whence 
it comes; for the hiſtory of 
mankind ſhews us, how very 
averſe Legiſlatures have been, 
in all ages, to make any alte- 
ration, even for the better. 
Every reform has been en 
in eee, N r bog 


2 1 not, however, 
go to antient . hiſtory for a 
proof of what I haye aſlert- 
„„ Sn 


I 
ed: at this very day a mode 
of taxation in one of the 
moſt enlightened countries in 
Europe, France, is allowed 
to be highly abſurd and de- 
ſtructive. It is but a few year 
ſince, that the moſt extraor- 
dinary code of laws that was 
ever drawn up, a code, one 
ſhould imagine, expreſſy fram - 
ed for the purpoſe of diſcou- 
raging, inſtead of encourag - 
ing tillage, was repealed in the 
ſame country, and a new cade, 
founded 'on' the ſoundeſt prin- 
ciples of reaſon and commerce, 
introduced, againſt which there 
9 Was 


6229 
was 2 general outery : at 
firſt, Oy" becauſe: it wa 
few. | DES 


- Mherthemikdt be cotictuled 
but that there are ſeveral things 
which call aloud for reforma: - 

tion in every country. I will, 
| however allow, for argument 
fake, that tithes are im all other 
ebuntries the propereſt mode 
of ſupporting the clergy of the 
eſtabliſhed religion, and yet I 
will ſhew, if I miſtake not, 

that they are the moſt impro- i 
per one which the wit of man 
eee in its 


FED) 


( 23) 

| -preſerit ſtate. In England, 
France, and other countries, 
the day-labourers, who form 
the majority of the inhabi- 


tants of every nation, buy the 
proviſions for their ſupport at 
the next market, or the neigh- 
bouring farmers, and know 
nothing of the tithe which 
the [farmers who raiſed the 
corn paid, and addeg to the 
price of the grain; Whereas in 
Ireland, this numerous and 
wretchedly. poor ſet of people, 
raiſe their own proviſions, for 


which . are ned to pay 
tithe. 


In 


| 
| 
| 


ea WF 
In the firſt caſe, the vas 


hue given for the tithe is loſt 
nn the price of the commodi- - 
ty, and is never thought of 


by the conſumer; whereas, 


has the burden of the tax con- 


ſtantly before his eyes, which 


 grates on his mind in propor- 


tion to his poverty, and too 
often makes him deteſt the 
perſon to whom he pays it, 
and the religion of which that 

perſon is miniſter. . 


1 bete it. il be G4, 


( 25 ) 
that as he knew at the time 
of his putting his potatoes of 
corn into ground, that the 
produce of them would be 
ſubject to tithe,” he is recon- 
ciled to it. Thoſe who argue 
in that manner know very 
little of human nature, of 
the ſhort - ſightedneſs of the 
lower claſs of our peaſants, 
who ſcarce ever look ſo far 
dars them. | 


The potts of thoſe, 
who, in other countries, feel 
the burthen of tithes, is 
probably not one thirtieth 
1 D part 


{ 26 ) 
part of its inhabitants, and 


thoſe, comparatively ſpeak- 


ing, rich; whereas in Ire- 
land, it is more than pro- 
bable, that above one half 
of the inhabitants, and thoſe 


the moſt wretched part of 


them, feel the weight of 
that burthenſome tax in itt 
full extent. 


Ĩ his ſhews clearly the dif- 

ference in this reſpect be- 
tween Great Britain and Ire- 
land, and the propriety of 
making here ſome other pra- 
viſion for che maintenance 
of 


top 3 
of the clergy of the efta- 
bliſned church, whoſe in- 
comes no man, who is a 
friend to either the coun- 
try or conſtitution, would 
wiſh to leſſen, or to tranſ- 


fer any part of it to the 
laity; for beſides the ini- 
quity of depriving a moſt 
reſpectable ſet of men of 
any part of their proper- 
ty, without giving an equi- 
valent, is it not obvious, 
that a large part of the 
property, ſo conveyed, would 
be annually ſent out of the 
kingdom to our abſentees? 

There 


| ( 28 


g A 


done in this world without 


* — 4 
Ec 
. ry 


> „ 
There is no doubt, that 
ſhould parliament. think prox 


per to take up this matter, 


many difficulties, will occur, 


and few great things are 


Encountering difhculties. . If 
Luther and Calvin were 
men who could be diſmayed 
by difficulties, no Reforma- 
tion would, have then taken 


\ 


1 6 tax, in lieu 
of tithes, . has already taken 
Je. 1 in ſome. n in the 
: 2209 10 34:43 county 
all. . ; 


„ „ 
county of Tipperary; but 1 
have taken up too much of 
your time, and 


